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Egypt’s Nile River 

 Background and Natural Resources 
      A.  Nile River: 
 1.  Its source is Lake Victoria  
 2.  Flows north and empties  
      into the Mediterranean Sea 
 3.  4,100 miles long – longest  
      river in the world – flood   
      plain was the “Black Land” 
  



  B.  Population of Egypt is approx. 60 million.  99% of Egypt’s              
population  lives on 3.5% of the land. 
 C. There are over 118 pyramids in Egypt. 
 D.  Natural Resources: 
  1.  ancient Egypt –Nubian gold 
  2.  3 main crops – wheat, barley, oats 
  3.  pastures were available for cattle, goats, and sheep 
  4.  fish were plentiful, birds were hunted 
  5.  from the reeds came baskets, mats, sandals, boats,  
       and papyrus 
  6.  river mud was used for brick, clay pots and jars 
  7.  limestone was cut to build buildings pyramid 

Egypt’s Golden Empire 

http://epvideos.edenpr.org/videos/39361/chp946084_256k.asf
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Nile Irrigation-the Shaduf 















History of Egypt 
II. History 
A.  Early Egypt 
    1.  Divided Egypt 
 Upper/South, 
 Lower/North 
    2.  Menes – first  
 Egyptian leader to  
 unite upper and  
 lower—capital was  
 Memphis 3100 B.C. 
    3.  King Menes is  
 founder of first  
 Egyptian dynasty 



• King Menes in the process of unifying lower 
and upper Egypt. 



The Palette of Narmer (Menes) first pharoah and uniter of Upper and Lower Egypt 



• Both sides of the Palette are decorated, carved in raised relief. At the top of both sides of the Palette are the central serekhs bearing the rebus symbols n'r (catfish) and mr (chisel) inside, being the 
phonetic representation of Narmer's name.[9] The serekh on each side are flanked by a pair of bovine heads with highly curved horns, thought to represent the cow goddess Bat, who was the patron 
deity of the seventh nome of Upper Egypt, and was also the deification of the cosmos and the Milky Way within Egyptian mythology during the pre-dynastic and Old Kingdom periods of Ancient 
Egyptian history.[10] 

 

• [edit] Obverse side  

• Obverse of a Narmer Palette facsimileBelow the bovine heads thought to represent the cow goddess Bat, who was the patron deity of the seventh nome of Upper Egypt, flanking the serekh of 
Narmer.[11] Below that is what appears to be a procession, with Narmer depicted at almost the full height of the register (a traditional artistic representation emphasizing his importance), shown 
wearing the Red Crown of Lower Egypt, whose symbol was the papyrus. He holds a mace and a flail, two traditional symbols of kingship. To his right are the hieroglyphic symbols for his name, though 
not contained within a serekh. Behind him is his sandal bearer, whose name may be represented by the rosette appearing adjacent to his head, and a second rectangular symbol that has no clear 
interpretation but which has been suggested may represent a town or citadel.[12] Immediately in front of the pharaoh is a long-haired man, accompanied by a pair of hieroglyphs that have been 
interpreted as his name: Tshet (this assumes that these symbols had the same phonetic value used in later hieroglyphic writing). Before this man are four standard bearers, holding aloft an animal 
skin, a dog, and two falcons. At the far-right of this scene are ten decapitated corpses, with heads at their feet, possibly symbolizing the victims of Narmer's conquest. Above them are the symbols for 
a ship, a falcon, and a harpoon, which has been interpreted as representing the names of the towns that were conquered. 

 

•   

• Contemporary 3000 BC cylinder seal of Uruk displaying similar serpopard motif, Louvre.Below the procession, two men are holding ropes tied to the outstretched, intertwining necks of two 
serpopards confronting each other, mythical felines with bodies of leopards (or more likely lionesses, given that there are no spots indicated) and snakelike necks. The circle formed by their 
exaggeratedly curving necks is the central part of the Palette, which is the area where the cosmetics would be ground. These animals have been considered an additional symbol for the unification of 
Egypt, but it is a unique image in Egyptian art and there is nothing to suggest that either animal represents an identifiable part of Egypt, although each had lioness war goddesses as protectors and the 
intertwined necks may represent the unification of the state. Similar images of such mythical animals are known from other contemporaneous cultures, and there are other examples of late-
predynastic objects (including other palettes and knife handles) which borrow similar elements from Mesopotamian iconography.[13] 

 

• At the bottom of the Palette, a bovine image is seen knocking down the walls of a city while trampling on a fallen foe. Because of the lowered head in the image, this is interpreted as a presentation of 
the king vanquishing his foes, "Bull of his Mother" being a common epithet given to Egyptian kings as the son of the patron cow goddess.[14] This posture of a bovine has the meaning of "force" in 
later hieroglyphics. 

 

• [edit] Reverse side  

• Reverse of a Narmer Palette facsimileRepeating the format from the other side, two human-faced bovine heads, thought to represent the patron cow goddess Bat, flank the serekhs, 
uncharacteristically shown in full frontal view. This frontal display of the cows is atypical in ancient Egyptian art except for representations of this goddess and Hathor (who often appears in this view 
also). Some authors suggest that the images represent the vigor of the king as pair of bulls. 

 

• A large picture in the center of the Palette depicts Narmer wearing the White Crown of Upper Egypt whose symbol was the flowering lotus, and wielding a mace. To his left is a man bearing the king's 
sandals, again flanked by a rosette symbol. To the right of the king is a kneeling prisoner, who is about to be struck by the king. A pair of symbols appear next to his head, perhaps indicating his name, 
or indicating the region where he was from. Above the prisoner is a falcon, representing Horus, perched above a set of papyrus flowers, the symbol of Lower Egypt. In his talons he holds a rope-like 
object which appears to be attached to the nose of a man's head that also emerges from the papyrus flowers, perhaps indicating that he is drawing life from the head. The papyrus has often been 
interpreted as referring to the marshes of the Nile Delta region in Lower Egypt, or that the battle happened in a marshy area, or even that each papyrus flower represents the number 1,000, indicating 
that 6,000 enemies were subdued in the battle. 

 

• Below the king's feet is a third section, depicting two naked, bearded men. They are either running, or are meant to be seen as sprawling dead upon the ground. Appearing to the left of the head of 
each man is a hieroglyphic sign, the first a walled town, the second a type of knot, likely indicating the name of a defeated town. 

 

• [edit] Scholarly debate on the PaletteThe Palette has raised considerable scholarly debate over the years. In general the arguments fall into one of two camps: scholars who believe that the Palette is 
a record of actual events, and other academics who argue that it is an object designed to establish the mythology of united rule over Upper and Lower Egypt by the king. It had been thought that the 
Palette either depicted the unification of Lower Egypt by the king of Upper Egypt, or recorded a recent military success over the Libyans,[15] or the last stronghold of a Lower Egyptian dynasty based 
in Buto 

 



Egyptian Social Hierarchy 



Ancient Egyptian History 

Periods Time Frame 

Nile Culture Begins 3900 B. C. E. 

Archaic 3100 – 2650 B. C. E. 

Old Kingdom 2650 – 2134 B. C. E. 

Middle Kingdom 2040 – 1640 B. C. E. 

New Kingdom 1550 – 1070 B. C. E. 

Late Period 750 – 332 B. C. E. 

Greek Ptolemaic Era 332 – 30 B. C. E. 

Roman Period 30 B. C. E. – 395 C. E. 



Egypt is divided into 3 “kingdoms” representing a period of strong 
monarchical authority, competent bureaucracy, no invasions, and 
cultural development and activity. 
 
In between each of the kingdoms were periods characterized by 
political instability, chaos, and foreign invasions, which historians refer 
to as “intermediate periods”,or illnesses”. 

History of Egypt 

Early Dynastic Period  c.a. 3100-2700 B.C. 

The Old Kingdom  c.a. 2700-2200 B.C.  

First Intermediate Period  c.a. 2200-2050 B.C.  

The Middle Kingdom  c.a. 2050-1652 B.C.  

Second Intermediate Period  c.a. 1652-1567 B.C.  

The New Kingdom  c.a. 1567-1085 B.C.  

Post-empire  c.a. 1985-30 B.C.  



 



B. Old Kingdom – Age of the Pyramids,  
    prosperity, splendor (2700-2200 BC) 
 
 1.  Pharaohs – built pyramids dedicated to 
      the dead, tombs 
 2.  Great pyramids of Giza—named after  
  Pharaohs: Khufu (Cheops) 
    Khafre  (Chephren) 
    Menkaure (MyKerinus) 
 3.  Dynasty V – smaller Royal Pyramids 
 4.  Dynsasty VI – burial in private  
               

History of Egypt 



Mastabas 
 

• The word ‘mastaba’ comes from 
the Arabic for bench  

•  early excavators thought they 
looked like local benches. We do 
not know what the Egyptians 
called them.  

• Made from mud brick or 
occasionally stone, these giant 
mounds covered burial chambers 
that were often dug deep into the 
ground and had to be reached 
through long shafts. 

http://egyptphoto.ncf.ca/senwosret II mastabas5_640.jpg


  



Saqqara – the oldest pyramid 
• Pyramids developed from 

mastabas and, theory has it, the 
early step pyramid of Djoser in 
Saqqara was originally a mastaba 
that had successively smaller 
square slabs built around it. 

 

• There are thousands of mastabas 
all over Egypt, many of them rich 
with expert wall paintings. Unlike 
the paintings in pyramids that 
only portray court life, these 
paintings are a huge source of 
information on everyday life. 

 

Djoser in Saqqara 



Stepped pyramid of Djoser in Saqqara  



Lower Egypt map 



Bent Pyramid at Dahshur of Pharaoh Snefru  Broken Pyramid  of Snefru at Meydum 

Pyramid  at Chichen Itza Mexico Red Pyramid of Pharaoh Snefru  

http://www.travelblog.org/Photos/2259707


Pyramid at Teotihuacan Mexico  
superimposed over the Khufu Pyramid 



















 
The structure 
covers 13 acres. 
 
It stands 481 feet 
high.  
Each side is 756 ft 
long. (m) 
 

The Great Pyramid of Giza 
 
(also called Pyramid of Khufu in 
Egyptian, and Pyramid of Cheops)  

http://epvideos.edenpr.org/videos/25193/sec15201_256k.asf


It is said that the Great Pyramid could survive a direct hit from an atomic 
bomb!  The blocks are so tightly fit together that you cannot even fit a 
human hair in between the blocks. 









Interior of the Great Pyramid 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4sbNxpbWlds


How did ancient Egyptians move the blocks into place? 











The straights argue that the ramp was without-bend and 
basically stretched directly from the ground up to the side of 
the pyramid. The weakness of this idea is a matter of gradient: 
an incline of 8° is as steep as the Egyptians could realistically 
angle their ramp and still hope to move the stone blocks. 
Therefore to reach the pyramid’s highest point it would had to 
have been about a mile long. There simply isn’t enough room 
on the Giza plateau for such a thing, and besides, the mass of 
the structure would have been almost equivalent to the 
pyramid itself, and therefore, we can speculate that it would 
have taken nearly as long to construct – i.e. 20 years. Nobody 
needed that, not least Khufu, who could hardly delay his own 
death any longer than nature permitted.  
 
So the ramp must have been of spiral shape, winding its way 
up around the outside of the pyramid as it grew then, right? 
The spiral theory does sound more feasible on paper, but 
there are flaws in this one too. Mainly that a spiral ramp 
would have permanently shrouded the corners of the 
pyramid, which were absolutely vital to the complex, ongoing 
process of calculations required to ensure that the structure 
came to a precise point at the top. A quick reminder of the 
difficulties the builders of Pharaoh Sneferu’s pyramid 
encountered is sufficient reason to conclude that Hemienu 
knew fine well the trouble a spot of bad maths could cause. It 
took them three attempts to get Khufu’s dad's funerary 
monument right; the second effort is affectionately known as 
the Bent Pyramid for its imperfect shape. 









To climb the Cheops pyramid is not allowed anymore without special permission. 
This was made in 1962 





• At end of Old Kingdom, the nobles take the 
pharaohs’ power and land –less rain leads to 
poor harvest, crop failures, warfare, cost of 
pyramids all lead to: 

 

1st Intermediate Period 

(Illness)   

(2200-2050 B.C)   



  - New capital: Thebes 

– 1785 B.C. Dynasty XIII – Rise of Osiris 
cult (belief that ordinary people had 
afterlives), trade begins throughout the 
Aegean Sea 

– Pharaohs become more concerned about 
the people 

– Public works, new farmland, “ancient 
Suez” canal to connect Nile to Red Sea 

– Egypt is invaded by the Hyksos from Asia 

C.  Middle Kingdom – “Golden  
     Age”, stability, prosperity                 
     (2050-1652 B.C.) 
 







 



   2nd Intermediate Period 

(Illness)  

  (1652-1570 B.C.) – 
     -- Rule of Hyksos 

   -- Pharaoh Kamose eventually  

       defeats the Hyksos, drives them  
      out of Egypt 

   -- Egyptians learned use of horse- 
      drawn chariots, how to use bronze 
      in making tools and weapons from 
      Hyksos 



D. New Kingdom (1567-1085 B.C) 

 1. Dynasty XXII--Introduction of bronze and 
new weapons, glassworking and trade.  
Pharaohs were buried in the Valley of the 
Kings. 





 













Preparations for the 

Underworld 

Priests protected 

your KA, or soul-

spirit 

ANUBIS weighs the 

dead person’s heart 

against a feather. 



Materials Used in 

Mummification 

1.   Linen                                      6.  Natron 

2.  Sawdust                                7.  Onion 

3.  Lichen                                    8.  Nile Mud 

4.  Beeswax                                9.  Linen 

Pads 

5.  Resin                                    10.  

Frankinsense 



Preparation for  

the Afterlife 



Egyptian Mummies 

Seti I 
1291-1278 B. C. E. Queen Tiye, 

wife of 

Amenhotep II 
1210-1200 B. C. E. 

Ramses II 
1279-1212 B. C. E. 



Egyptian Beliefs 

• The Egyptians believed that the balance of 
order and chaos in the universe could only be 
maintained by the gods and goddesses and 
their representative on Earth, the king or 
Pharaoh. Originally, these deities represented 
the aspects of nature, the sky, sun, land, and 
river. 



Egyptian Book of the Dead 



The Final Judgement 

                   Anubis                         Horus             

Osiris 



Egyptian Creation Myth 

   The Goddess Nut 



Egyptian Gods & Goddesses: 

“The Sacred ‘Trinity’” 

   Osiris                    Isis                   

Horus 



The Ankh – The “Cross” of 

Life 



Shabtis:  The Pharaoh’s 

Servants 

        in the Afterlife 















Egyptian Nobility 



Some Famous Egyptian 

Pharaohs 

Thutmose 

III 
1504-1450 B. C. 

E. 
Ramses II 

1279-1212 B. C. 

E. 

Tutankhamon 

1336-1327 B. C. 

E. 



2.  Rule of Hatshepsut (1498-1483 BC)(M) 
a. first female Pharaoh, dedicated to peace 

b. built many temples, monuments, buildings to 
herself – Deir el-Bahri 

c. advanced trade by sending out many 
expeditions (M) 

 

http://epvideos.edenpr.org/videos/25253/chp915454_256k.asf
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/videos/25193/sec15201_256k.asf
http://epvideos.edenpr.org/videos/25253/sec16023_256k.asf
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/videos/25193/sec15201_256k.asf


Hatshepsut 

Her statue and mummy 



The Valley of the Queens 

Temple of Queen 

Hatshepsut 
1473-1458 B. C. 

E. 



Queen 

Nefertiti 



3.  Thutmose III –(1504-1450 b.c.)actual reign 
a. Believed strongly in military conquest. 
b. After 16 conquests, he ruled from the Euphrates to the Nile. 
 

4.  Amenhotep IV (changes his name to Akhenaton)(1350-1334 b.c.)  
     a.  wanted to bring about a religious revolution 
  b.  concept of monotheism (Aton—sun god) 
  c.  Priests were supposed to remove ALL other        statues 

of gods from temples. 
  d.  Revolution failed, kingdom in disorder  
 

Akhanaton’ wife—the  
most reproduced image  
of a woman in Egypt’s  
history…. 
Queen Nefertiti! 
Mother of Ankhesenamen, 
(Tut’s wife) 
 

2 

http://epvideos.edenpr.org/videos/25288/sec16265_256k.asf
http://epvideos.edenpr.org/videos/25288/sec16266_256k.asf


Ankhenaton:  First 

Monotheist? 

1352-1336 B. C. 

E. 


